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Dear Fellow Aviator 

Thank you for your interest in training with us.   Aerobatic training will take you 
on an exciting journey and will help you become a more skilled and ultimately a 
safer pilot.  

We offer basic through advanced Aerobatic training, and each of our courses starts 
with Upset Prevention and Recovery Training (UPRTA).  Our focus is on 
Airmanship - the consistent use of good judgement, a well-developed knowledge 
base, and a safety-conscious attitude. 

We also offer specialized training such as formation flying, bush flying techniques, 
airshow, and competition coaching.    

Our well-maintained state-of-the-art aircraft are safe and cost-effective, provide an 
excellent platform for your training.  We train methodically, building confidence 
and skill in each lesson.  While we follow a comprehensive training syllabus, each 
course and each lesson are tailored to the individual and their unique goals.    

Our goal is to provide the best possible training in a safe, professional, and relaxed 
atmosphere.  We believe people learn best when they are comfortable and having 
fun and we hope you to enjoy training with us, and the experience of flying our 
superb airplanes.    
   
Our highly experienced Certified Flight Instructors will help you explore the 
envelope in a safe and fun environment and take you on a fantastic and rewarding 
journey into becoming a more accomplished aviator.    

We look forward to flying with you! 

Patty Wagstaff 
Patty Wagstaff Aviation Safety, LLC 
St. Augustine, Florida  



 

Our Location:    St. Augustine is located south of Jacksonville, Florida on the 
Northeast Coast.  We enjoy some of the best year-round weather in the country. As 
the nation’s “oldest city” there is a lot to do when you’re not flying –beaches, a 
historic downtown, and great restaurants.  We hope you enjoy your visit to this 
unique and beautiful part of the country as much as you will enjoy flying with us. 

How to contact us:   Please email us first at Pattyaerobatics@gmail.com and we 
will get back to you asap.   We don’t normally have the ability or staff to answer 
phone calls.  If you need to call and leave a message or text, our # is:  
904-806-5778 
Travel:  Please keep your travel plans flexible.   While St. Augustine typically 
enjoys great conditions, weather can be unpredictable with low ceilings and rain, 
which can sometimes make flying impossible. 
We monitor weather forecasts closely, usually several days to a week in advance of 
your course. If we anticipate any weather-related issues, we will reach out to 
discuss options and work together to decide whether to proceed, delay, or 
reschedule.  Thank you for your understanding and flexibility! 

Directions:    
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Flying Commercial:   The Jacksonville Airport (JAX) is the closest commercial 
airport and about a 45” drive to St. Augustine.   Orlando (MCO) has a lot of flight 
connections, and is about a 1’45” drive. 

Flying Privately:  We are located on the South side of KSGJ.  There are tie downs 
available and self-serve fuel nearby.   Alternately you can park at the FBO, Atlantic 
Aviation, where you can get fuel and your rental car.   

Driving:  Our physical address (not mailing address) is:  

Conference Center		 	  
4730 Casa Cola Way, Suite 200 
St. Augustine Airport 

As you drive down Casa Cola, look for the sign that says:  Conference Center.  
Turn right and look for the large two-story building.  We are located upstairs.  
There should be plenty of parking! 

The Airplanes:   We operate two 8KCAB Super Decathlons and an Extra 300L, 
two of the best aerobatic trainers available.   

The Super Decathlon comes from the Champion lineage of airplanes and is 
manufactured today by American Champion in Wisconsin, USA.  The Super “D” is 
a fun and capable aerobatic trainer. 

The Extra 300L is manufactured in Germany and is one of the finest airplanes ever 
built.  Certified to plus and minus 10 G’s, it’s a great trainer due to its strength, 
superb handling characteristics and performance.     

Our airplanes are expertly maintained at our headquarters in St. Augustine.   

We will be happy to send you a copy of the Super Decathlon or Extra 300L POH 
on request.  

We suggest you watch our videos with Sportys Pilot Shop: Basic Aerobatics and if 
you’re a tailwheel pilot or hoping to get an endorsement, we recommend our 



Sportys Pilot Shop:  Tailwheel Checkout video.   Watching them beforehand will 
put you ahead of the game!  

Go to:    www.sportys.com/aerobatics  
 And      www.sportys.com/tailwheel  

Hotels:   There are lots of motel and hotel choices in the area.  It can get busy on 
the weekends so book early.   Unless you’re here for an extended stay or your 
family is with you, we don’t recommend you stay in St. Augustine Beach as it’s a 
longer drive to the airport.   Here are a few recommendations close to the airport: 

If you would like to be downtown where you can walk to all the great pubs and 
restaurants, we recommend this beautiful little boutique hotel:  

	 The Collector 
	 Luxury Inn and Gardens 
	 www.thecollectorinn.com  
	  
	 As for our corporate rate:  LCorp 

We also recommend this beautiful hotel in the heart of downtown:    
	 	  

Casa Monica: 	 www.casamonica.com  

Brand new and close to the airport:  

Doubletree on San Marco, St. Augustine  (more info about discounts 
to come)! 

Another new hotel with a fun rooftop bar and restaurant and close to the beach: 

	 	 Hyatt Place, Vilano Beach 

	  
Another nearby option, is the Courtyard Marriot on SR 16.  They offer a Bistro for 
breakfast and for dinner, and have a full service bar.   Call and ask for our special 
rate and mention:  Patty Wagstaff Aviation Safety, LLC.   

	 	 Courtyard Marriott 

http://www.sportys.com/aerobatics
http://www.sportys.com/tailwheel
http://www.thecollectorinn.com
http://www.casamonica.com


	 	 www.marriott.com/jacxs 
	 	 904-826-4068 

FAQ – Frequently Asked Questions 

What if Aerobatics is not for me?  It is normal to be excited and have some 
apprehension before your first aerobatic lesson.  We ask ourselves: “What if I get 
sick?” “What if I don’t like it?” “Is aerobatics something I’m capable of learning?” 

Aerobatics is for every pilot.  There is nothing magical about it.  Like everything 
else, learning aerobatics is a methodical training process.  We don’t start your first 
lesson with advanced maneuvers.  We start with very basic ones such as steep 
turns, stalls, perhaps Lazy8’s and build up to a simple aileron roll.   You might be 
surprised by how much you love it! 

Think of it this way:   Pilots have been doing aerobatics almost as long as flight 
itself.  Aerobatics used to be a part of every student pilot’s curriculum.  During 
WWII, pilots were not permitted to solo unless they could demonstrate a 3-turn 
spin, a Loop, a Roll and a Half Cuban 8.   

What will my day look like?  We normally start between 0800 and 0900 but we are 
flexible and will accommodate you as much as possible.   You will start the day 
with ground school for approximately one hour and then fly.  After a break, you 
will brief and then fly again.   Your instructor will be available at any point in the 
day for further discussion.   

We recommend a maximum of 2 flights per day, and suggest you allow an hour or 
more to rest between fights.   

If you have scheduled a 5- or 10-hour course, we suggest you allow an extra half 
day to make up for any weather delays, if possible.   We do our best to complete 
your course and will never charge you for flights not flown.  

How will this affect me physically?   Most people land from their flights with a big 
smile on their face, but it’s not unusual to feel a little nausea or discomfort during 
or after your first “akro” flight.   Most people recover quickly and after a one- or 
two-hour break, do fine on the second or third flight.    
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We will also provide you with a Relief Band to wear during your flights.  You can 
read about them and purchase one at:     
https://www.sportys.com/reliefband-1.html 

What if I get sick?   You won’t be the first (or the last).  We carry a sick sack in 
every airplane.  Odds are you won’t need it, but if you do, it’s not a big deal.   

Should I eat before I fly? We advise you to eat lightly and only eat bland foods 
before your first flights.   Bring a light snack or lunch if you’d like, but there are 
plenty of places to go to nearby.   We will have plenty of water for you.  

What should I wear?  Dress casually and comfortably (shorts are ok if weather 
permits).  Please wear flat soled shoes, the flatter the better (but no flip flops!).  
Thick soled shoes or boots will make it difficult to feel the rudder pedals.   You 
will be asked to empty your pockets of keys, wallets, phones, cameras, etc., so be 
prepared to leave those items behind while you are flying.   We have a no FOD 
policy!   

What should I bring with me?  Please bring your logbook if you would like a log 
entry for any endorsement.   If you forget your logbook, we can give you a decal to 
take home or you can purchase a logbook from us.  It’s not required that you are a 
licensed pilot or have a US pilot’s license to take aerobatic lessons, but for any 
endorsement (BFR or CFI Spin,) you will need to show your license to your 
Instructor.    

What do you provide?  We provide the latest Bose A20 ANR headsets and an 
emergency parachute for you to wear, as they are required by the FAA for aerobatic 
training.   

Rules and Regulations:  While we follow the FAA regulations for aerobatic flight: 
1,500 feet AGL or above, not over a congested area, at least 3 miles of visibility, 
and not within 4 nautical miles of a federal airway, but our personal limitations call 
for a minimum of a 3,500-foot ceiling and good visibility.  If the weather is not 
suitable or the ceilings are too low for aerobatic training, we must wait it out.  
Usually our weather is excellent, but it’s one thing we have no control over.   

Can I video my flight?  Sure!  We have mounts on the airplanes and we can supply 
a Go Pro.   Please bring your Mini-SD cards.  If you forget, we have Mini-SD 
cards for sale.    

https://www.sportys.com/reliefband-1.html


Is there anything I can do to prepare?  Just come with an open mind and a 
willingness to learn!     

The short cockpit orientation videos below introducing you to the Super Decathlon 
below are helpful to watch before your first lesson:   

Part 1  Introduction:         https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6TbR_vszcBE 

Part 2  Seat Belts:      	  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SpnarRllmjQ 

Part 3  Avionics        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7xrJW5BQew&t=182s 

  

PAYMENT:  We request that you pay by check or cash if possible.  We are happy 
to accept credit cards, but have to add a 3% fee.  

We look forward to flying with you!   If you have any questions feel free to email 
us:   Pattyaerobatics@gmail.com   

Our Certified Flight Instructors 

We are proud of our professional Certified Flight Instructors who have a wide 
range of aviation experience.   Here is a brief bio for each of them: 

Allan Moore 
Chief Instructor 
Certified Flight and Instrument Instructor, CFII 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6TbR_vszcBE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SpnarRllmjQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7xrJW5BQew&t=182s


 

Allan Moore has been passionate about aviation his entire life.  Reared on the open 
spaces of western Kansas, he received his private pilot certificate as a teenager and 
set his sights on a future in commercial aviation.  He attended Kansas Technical 
Institute, receiving his Airframe & Power Plant Mechanic certificate while earning 
his commercial, Certified Flight Instructor and tailwheel endorsement and his 
seaplane rating.   He was soon employed as a CFII by First Coast Flight Center in 
historic St. Augustine, Florida.  His gift for teaching was immediately recognized 
by his peers and superiors.  During his time at First Coast, Allan accumulated 
experience in nearly 100 different types of aircraft and was specially selected to 
teach advanced upset prevention and recovery training techniques to US Army 
aviators.  

After obtaining his Airline Transport Certificate (ATP), his next career move took 
him to Comair Airlines.  Quickly upgrading to Captain, he flew the Bandeirante, 
Metroliner, Saab 340, and Brasilia. Allan was then designated Check Airman for 
much of his tenure at Comair.  When Comair retired its turboprop fleet, Allan flew 
the Canadair Regional Jet (CRJ) for the next 13 years.  Allan continued to advance 
his aviation experience by working part-time for North American Top Gun, flying 
the North American AT-6 Texan in simulated combat missions.   He also did test 
flying as well as delivery and checkout instruction in the Extra 300 series of 
aircraft for Aerosport and Southeast Aero.    

When not teaching, Allan loves flying his Cassutt Racer in the aerobatic box at the 
Northwest Florida Regional Airport in St. Augustine, honing his aerobatic skills.  
He currently holds a Level II Statement of Aerobatic Competency issued by the 
FAA.   His free time is also spent enjoying a coastal lifestyle with his wife, Pamela; 
kayaking, biking and practicing yoga.   He is also a passionate metal-worker and 



machine shop hobbyist, making small engines and gunsmithing.  Allan also finds 
interest in the primitive arts, including knapping arrowheads, archery and fire 
making, rounding out a full and rewarding life.   

His 23,000 hours have been in 120 different type of aircraft.  As the Chief 
Instructor for Patty Wagstaff Aviation Safety, Allan bring his experience and his 
love and passion for teaching to provide aerobatic and upset training to pilots from 
around the world.  

Francis Barros 
Certified Flight and Instrument Instructor, CFII 

 

Francis was born and raised in Porto Alegre City, Brazil.  His earliest memories 
were of dreaming of flying, and at nine he joined Aeroclub do RGS, where he 
learned to fly RC airplanes.    

After receiving his private, instrument, commercial and an ATP rating, Francis 
started flying the Airbus for a Brazilian Airline.   After he emigrated to the U.S., he 
flew 747’s for Atlas and is now flying for a major U.S. airline.   

With over 15,000 hours, Francis is an airline TRI and TRE (Type rating instructor 
and Examiner), qualified by the national Brazilian Authority (ANAC), but his true 
passion in flying has always been flying aerobatics in both airshows and 
competition.   

As an internationally recognized aerobatic pilot, Francis is well known for flying in 
the Red Bull Air Races.   He has been ranked among the top 20 aerobatic pilots in 
international competition and has won the Brazilian National Aerobatics 
Championships an amazing 5 times.   As part of a formation team and as a solo 
pilot, Francis has flown airshows across North America and Europe.   



Francis loves to teach and feels that every pilot should have a strong foundation in 
airmanship and stick and rudder basics.   His language skills include not only 
English, but Spanish and Portuguese, so we welcome our South American 
students! 

When not flying, Francis loves to spend time with his family and 7 year old 
daughter, getting settled into life in St. Augustine, and playing classical guitar.  

Ryan Marracino  
Certified Flight and Instrument Instructor, CFII 

 

Ryan Marracino was born and raised in Central Florida.   Ryan explored many 
interests before pursuing aviation full time.  He earned a Masters Degree in 
Biomedical Sciences, worked as a biomedical researcher at the University of 
Central Florida’s College of Medicine, and taught college level high school 
chemistry.    

His underlying passion for aviation won out over life in a research lab or academia, 
and he is now a full-time flight instructor teaching Tailwheel skills and Upset 
Prevention and Recovery training for aspiring agriculture pilots. 

Ryan has a very natural and calm teaching style and has a real passion for teaching 
fundamental stick and rudder skills to pilots of all levels. He greatly enjoys guiding 
students to gain a deeper understanding of the capabilities of the airplane, to help 
make them more skilled and safer pilots.  

When not flying, Ryan enjoys an active outdoor lifestyle including running, hiking, 
swimming, and most recently picked up skiing.  He also loves mechanics, 
rebuilding car engines and has competed in amateur time trial events in sports cars. 



Above all, he finds joy in the simple everyday moments spent with friends and 
family. 

Bruce Moore 
Certified Flight and Instrument Instructor, CFII 

 

Bruce was introduced to aviation when his father took him for a ride in a J-3 on 
floats at age 2, an event he still remembers, and he has been fascinated with 
aviation ever since.   Earning his Private Pilot’s License while in high school, he 
went on to get a degree in Aviation Science from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University and after graduating he began working as a flight instructor.  (This is 
when he says he really started learning how to fly!) 

Bruce has been a corporate pilot, glider flight instructor, production test pilot and 
aircraft salesman, banner tow pilot, aerobatic flight instructor, flight school chief 
pilot and part-time airshow pilot, manager of Embry Riddle’s Upset Training 
program and Designated Pilot Examiner.  A Certified Flight Instructor, Bruce holds 
an ATP, single and multi-engine ratings, and is a glider and seaplane pilot.  With 
over 23,000 flight hours, 9500 of those are in tailwheel and 6300 of those in 
warbirds.    

In addition to flying, Bruce is a professional photographer and aviation writer.  He 
has flown over 1500 air-to-air formation photo shoots and his work has appeared in 
Flying, AOPA Pilot, Plane and Pilot and EAA publications and is on display at the 
Smithsonian Air and Space Museum. 

Bruce has been teaching flying for over 40 years and still gets his greatest 
satisfaction by sharing his love of flight with others. He particularly enjoys those 



specialty areas that require the most stick and rudder skills such 
as aerobatics, gliders, seaplanes, back-country flying.   

When not flying Bruce is an avid hiker, hunter, sailor, scuba diver and nature lover.   

Tim Plunkett 
Certified Flight and Instrument Instructor, CFII 

Captain Tim Plunkett’s career has spanned from being an Air Force Pilot, flying 
and instructing in the T-37, T-38, T-39, and the B-52, to being a Captain for one of 
the world’s largest airlines, flying the Boeing 727, 737, 757, 767, 767ER, the 
MD-11, and the L-1011.  He retired from the airlines as an International Check 
Airman, 

 

Instructor and Evaluator.  Tim in an airshow pilot, a glider pilot a test pilot, and a 
gifted flight instructor.  When not working as a pilot Tim loves to fly aerobatics for 
fun.  He has been a competition aerobatic pilot, flying the Pitts biplane, and is the 
past president of the Miami Aerobatic Club, as well as being a certified aerobatic 
judge.  

An aeronautical engineer with a Masters from the University of Southern 
California, Tim was an aerodynamics professor at Embry Riddle Aeronautical 
University.  He holds a US Patent for a Jet engine design modification.  For fun, he 
now spends his time flight testing other aircraft while building and flying WWI 
aircraft such as the Fokker Triplane, Sopwith Camel, Fokker DVII, and the SE5A.  

The consummate aviator, Captain Plunkett holds an Airline Transport Pilot (ATP) 
certificate and is a Certified Flight and Instrument Instructor (CFII), Multi-Engine 
Instructor (MEI) with a Single Engine Land (SEL), Multi-Engine Land (MEL) and 



glider and rotorcraft ratings, plus give jet type ratings.   When he’s not in the air 
Tim loves boating and traveling, and of course, talking about flying.  

Jeff Rochelle 
Certified Flight and Instrument Instructor, CFII 

Jeff Rochelle is a fighter pilot with over 4500 hours in the F-16 Fighting Falcon 
and over 6000 hours total time.  His background includes a tour with the USAF 
Thunderbirds Aerial Demonstration Team.  With over 40 years of aviation 
experience as a pilot, engineer and business person.  Graduating from the U.S. Air 
Force Academy, and the USAF “Top Gun” Fighters Weapons School, he also 
earned a Masters degree from Embry Riddle Aeronautical University.  

 

A commercial rated pilot, Jeff also holds a CFII, glider and helicopter ratings, and 
a type rating in the Eclipse 500.   After 11 years with Lockheed Martin Aeronautics 
fielding the latest technology in the F-16 Viper, Jeff co-founded an aviation 
company that flies the Eclipse Jet and Robinson Helicopter, and he continues to fly 
those.   

Jeff joins Patty Wagstaff Aviation Safety as a passionate and experienced 
instructor.   He finds the Extra 300 series of aircraft to be the best and safest 
platform for advanced flight training, thanks to its robust design and handling 
qualities.  As a CFI he is a natural instructor and enjoys sharing his varied flying 
experiences with his students.  His unique skill set from instructing in combat, 
business jets, gliders and the Extra 300 allows him to connect with a wide 



spectrum of aviators on many levels.  Other interests include triathlon training and 
scuba diving and of course, talking about all things aviation.   

Patty Wagstaff 
Founder, Patty Wagstaff Aviation Safety LLC 
Certified Flight and Instrument Instructor, CFII 

Patty is a 3-time U.S. National Aerobatic Champion, 6-time member of the U.S. 
Aerobatic Team and inductee in the National Aviation Hall of Fame.   She has 
flown many airplanes including jets and warbirds and holds type ratings in the 
L-39, TBM Avenger, T-28, Tucano, and a Letter of Authorization in the BD-5J.   
She has flown airshows in the Super Decathlon, Pitts, Extra, T-6, T-28 and P51D 
and B Mustang, and is also a commercial helicopter pilot.  She flew the OV-10 as 
an Air Attack Captain for Cal Fire.  Patty has been a CFII since 1983 and has been 
the Chief Instructor for the Kenya Wildlife Service Airwing since 2001.   

 

In addition to flying low level airshow demonstrations in the U.S. and abroad, she 
operates Patty Wagstaff Aviation Safety, LLC, providing aerobatic, airmanship and 
Upset Prevention and Recovery Training, to pilots from around the world.   Patty is 
currently working with Sportys Pilot Shop on a series of instructional videos:  
Basic Aerobatics and her most recent Tailwheel Checkout.  When not flying, she 
leads an active lifestyle riding bicycles, motorcycles, horses, hanging out with her 
dogs, going to the beach and traveling for work and for fun.  



 

#letsgoflying #aerobatics #safety #confidence #upsettraining #preparation #nounusual attitudes #Yolo 
#aerobatictraining #Extra300L #SuperDecathlon @Bose @flygoodyear @concordebattery 

@Sportyspilotshop @southeastaeroservices @extraairdraft @americanchampion 
We look forward to flying with you!   


